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STAFF: Dan Canfield, Planning Manager 

SUBJECT: Eldorado NF Draft SEIS – 42 OHV Routes 

 

Summary 

The Eldorado National Forest (NF) has released a Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement (SEIS) for the Forest’s Travel Management Plan (see Attachment 1). 
The Draft SEIS documents the analysis of portions of 42 OHV routes temporarily closed 
by court order. 

The 45-day public comment period for the Draft SEIS closes April 8, 2013. 

Discussion 

In March 2008, the Eldorado NF issued the Final EIS and Record of Decision for the 
Forest’s Travel Management system. A subsequent legal challenge resulted in a court 
order temporarily closing portions of 42 OHV routes included in the Forest’s Travel 
Management system. The Draft SEIS reconsiders the designation of the 42 OHV routes 
in light of the Forest’s Riparian Conservation Objectives. Specifically, the Eldorado NF 
is analyzing the 42 routes with respect to a Standard and Guideline (S&G) which directs 
the Forest Service to “maintain and restore the hydrologic connectivity of … meadows 
…by identifying roads and trails that intercept, divert, or disrupt natural surface and 
subsurface water flow paths.  Implement corrective actions where necessary to restore 
connectivity.”   

Through field inspections, the Eldorado NF has determined that 24 of the 42 routes do 
not go through a meadow or are otherwise meeting the S&G.  The remaining 18 routes 
do intercept meadows and are affecting the hydrologic connectivity of the meadows. 

The Draft SEIS analyzes four alternatives: 

Alternative 1 (proposed action) – Under this alternative, 24 of the 42 routes would 
be designated for public motorized use. The Eldorado NF Land and Resource 
Management Plan (LRMP) would be amended to allow continued public motorized 
use on the remaining 18 routes which do not meet the S&G. 
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Alternative 2 (no action) – The portions of the 42 routes would remain closed to 
public motorized use. 

Alternative 3 (preferred alternative) – Under this alternative, the 24 routes that 
meet the S&G would be designated for public motorized use. The remaining 18 
routes will remain in the Travel Management system, but will not be available for 
public motorized use until the routes are brought into compliance with the S&G. 
LRMP not amended in this alternative.  

Alternative 4 – Under this alternative, 10 of the 42 routes would be designated for 
public motorized use. 19 of the routes would remain closed permanently. The 
remaining 13 routes will remain in the Travel Management system, but will not be 
available for public motorized use until further resource conservation efforts are 
implemented.  LRMP not amended in this alternative. 

Commission Action 

The Commission may: 

1. Take no action. 

2. Submit a comment letter to Eldorado NF on the Draft SEIS. 

Attachments 

Attachment 1 – Eldorado NF Draft SEIS Public Notice 






